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There are 26 letters in the alphabet but 
there are 44 sounds and over 100 
different ways of spelling them. 

This is why English is one of the most 
complex languages to learn!



Phoneme the smallest unit of sound in words

Grapheme the written representation of a sound

GPC (Grapheme-Phoneme 
Correspondence)

being able to match a phoneme with the correct grapheme and vice 
versa

Blending joining individual speech sounds together to read a word

Segmenting breaking down words into individual speech sounds to spell a word

Digraph two letters making one sound e.g. ‘sh’ 

Trigraph three letters making one sound e.g. ‘igh’ 

Split Digraph two letters making one sound which are divided by a consonant e.g. 
the i_e sound in the word ‘side’

Tricky/Common 
Exception Words

words that are not fully decodable such as ‘the’ and ‘was’

Sound buttons circles or spots that can be written underneath a sound to support 
reading  

Sound bars lines that can be written underneath digraphs or trigraphs to show that 
the letters make one sound

Mnemonic a visual prompt to help children remember a sound 





Every sound has a corresponding action and mnemonic which helps 
children to remember them. You can support your child by modelling 

the same sounds and actions at home.





https://www.lpes.uk/



https://www.whittakerssc
hoolwear.co.uk/product-
category/blackburn/st-
annes-rc-primary/

https://www.whittakersschoolwear.co.uk/product-category/blackburn/st-annes-rc-primary/
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http://www.stannesblackburn.co.uk

