St. Anne's R.C.
Primary School

e ”
MAKING TOMORROW A BETTER DAY

As a Catholic community, we value every single member as a unique creation made in the
image of God. We work together to help everyone to realise their God-given talents and
their part in God's plan. Our school is a place of peace, tolerance and fairness where we
follow Christ's example of loving God and loving others. Our ultimate aim is to give our
community the prospects, belief and hope that every tomorrow can be a better day.



Pupil premium strategy statement

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium)
funding to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils. It outlines our

pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and

the outcomes for disadvantaged pupils last academic year.

School overview

Detail Data
Number of pupils in school 186
Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 43%

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium
strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended)

2025-2026 to 2027-
2028

Date this statement was published

December 2025

Date on which it will be reviewed

December 2028

Statement authorised by

Adam Pierce

Pupil premium lead

Andrea O'Toole

Governor / Trustee lead

George Crewe

Funding overview

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this
funding, state the amount available to your school this
academic year

Detail Amount
Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £104,535
Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year | £2574
Recovery premium received in academic year 2023/24

cannot be carried forward beyond August 31, 2024.

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous £0
years (enter £0 if not applicable)

Total budget for this academic year £107,109




Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan

Statement of intent

At St Anne's R.C. Primary School, we recognise the significant challenges faced by many of our
disadvantaged pupils, particularly in relation to limited oracy skills, vocabulary gaps,
social, emotional, and mental health (SEMH) needs, and the impact of high levels of
deprivation within our community. This has These barriers affect pupils’ ability to ac-
cess the curriculum fully and achieve their potential, especially in foundational areas
such as phonics, reading, writing, and wider communication skills.

1. To close the attainment gap between disadvantaged pupils and their non-disad-
vantaged peers by providing targeted, high-quality teaching and tailored support
that addresses early language development, oracy, and vocabulary acquisition.
We will embed evidence-based approaches that build pupils’ spoken language and
vocabulary from the earliest stages, recognising the critical role of language in un-
locking access to the whole curriculum.

2. To foster a nurturing and inclusive school environment that supports the social,
emotional, and mental health needs of all pupils, with particular attention to
those facing deprivation and complex needs.

We will implement strategies and interventions that promote wellbeing, resilience,
and positive behaviour, ensuring pupils are emotionally ready to learn and thrive.
We will equip children with strategies to use in real life scenarios and long after
they leave our school.

3. To provide specialist support and differentiated approaches for disadvantaged
pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), recognising the di-
verse and complex nature of their barriers to learning.

Our provision will be responsive and adaptive, ensuring that SEND pupils receive
early identification, personalised interventions, and ongoing professional develop-
ment for staff to meet their needs effectively.

4. To utilise robust assessment, observation, and pupil voice to monitor progress
and inform responsive teaching and intervention strategies.

By closely tracking attainment and engagement, we will ensure timely and effective
support that accelerates progress and builds confidence. Assessments will be accu-
rate and highlight gaps in learning in order for us to ascertain efficient, effective
support early.

5. To actively engage families and the wider community in supporting pupils’ lan-

guage development, wellbeing, and learning by offering accessible opportunities
for participation in both school-led and externally-led development programmes
and activities.
We will strengthen partnerships to provide resources, guidance, and opportunities
that extend learning beyond the classroom. We will equip parents/carers with op-
portunities to build on knowledge and give them the tools to further support their
children outside of school.




Through these commitments, aligned with our Catholic values of dignity, respect, and
hope, we aim to create a school community where every pupil is valued, supported,
and empowered to achieve their God-given potential, regardless of their background or
starting point.

Challenges

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our
disadvantaged pupils.

Challenge | Detail of challenge
number

1 Oracy: Assessments, observations, and pupil discussions reveal that many of
our disadvantaged pupils exhibit limited oracy skills and gaps in vocabulary
knowledge. With little or no English spoken in many homes, these pupils often
begin school with significantly lower levels of language and communication.
This deficit impacts their attainment across all subjects, especially in phonics,
reading, and writing. At the end of Key Stage 1 in 2024-25, only 50% of
disadvantaged pupils met age-related expectations in reading, compared to
56.5% of their non-disadvantaged peers, and 33.3% met expectations in
writing, compared to 39.1% of non-disadvantaged pupils. These figures
highlight the ongoing need for focused support in early language development
to close the attainment gap

2 SEMH: At St Anne's R.C. Primary School, a significant number of pupils face
social, emotional, and mental health (SEMH) challenges, particularly given the
high levels of deprivation and the diverse backgrounds of the student body.
Addressing these barriers is crucial for ensuring that all pupils can thrive
academically, socially, and emotionally. The following strategies are tailored
to the school's context, vision, and values, focusing on high-quality teaching,
targeted academic support, and wider strategies to foster a supportive
learning environment.

3 Deprivation: As of September 2025, our School Profile shows that Blackburn
as a borough is in the top 10% most deprived in England. At St Anne's 98% of
pupils fall into Bottom half of the most deprived compared to 76% LA average,
95% in the bottom 40% compared to 65% LA average, 86% in the bottom
third compared to 55% LA average, 86% in the bottom 25% compared to 45%
LA average, 85% in the bottom 20% compared to 42% LA average, 53% in the
bottom 10% compared to 22% LA average, 46% in the bottom 5% compared to
16% LA average, 29% in bottom 1% most deprived compared to 3% LA
average. This heightened level of deprivation influences various aspects of our
pupils' lives, including their living conditions, limited exposure to broader
experiences, and reduced access to learning resources at home.

4 SEND: Over half (52%) of our disadvantaged pupils have a special educational
need or disability, which presents an added challenge for this group. This
contributes to a wider attainment gap between disadvantaged pupils and their
non-disadvantaged peers. The diverse nature of these needs impacts their




ability to retain information, comprehend concepts, develop language skills,
and apply learning effectively across the curriculum.

5 Writing: Internal and external assessments, complemented by observations,
indicate that writing attainment among disadvantaged pupils across the
school is consistently lower than that of their non-disadvantaged peers. At the
end of Key Stage 2 in 2024-25, only 53% of disadvantaged pupils achieved
age-related expectations, compared to 73.3% of non-disadvantaged pupils.

Intended outcomes

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how
we will measure whether they have been achieved.

Intended outcome Success criteria

1 Enhanced oral language abilities and Implement Oral Language Interventions:
expanded vocabulary knowledge in Integrate structured oral language activities
disadvantaged pupils, which will into daily lessons to enhance pupils'
subsequently have a positive effect on speaking and listening skills. Research
their reading outcomes, particularly in indicates that such interventions can lead to
KS1. an average of six months' additional

progress over a year.




